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Highlights:
• Pitt has the highest in-state tuition in the
country for public universities.
• Students take on additional debt to pay
for textbooks, or
• Students “undercut their own learning” by
not purchasing textbooks.
• Pitt “should do everything in its power to
control the cost of higher education”.
• This resolution calls on faculty to expand
use of OER, admin to support with grants
and incentives, the library to help with
resources, and the government to support
the Affordable College Textbook Act.

Our students are not alone…

Source: Student PIRGS “Fixing the Broken Textbook
Market”, 2014.

"The direct relationship between textbook costs and student
success" by Oregon State University is licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0

What are Open Educational Resources?
• “syllabi, lesson plans, lab books, worksheets,
video lectures, textbooks, and full courses
published under an Open License that allows
their reuse and repurposing by others and
are freely available for anyone to use online”

What are Open Textbooks?
• “a textbook written by education professionals” or experts in the field
“and released online under an Open License permitting everyone to
freely use, print, share, and adapt the material”
Source: University of Pittsburgh Student Government Board, “B.R. 2018.1”

“You get what you pay for…”
Many studies have shown that when instructors
thoughtfully use OER and Open Textbooks, the
quality is as good or better than a traditional
textbook.
Furthermore, use of OER is associated with the
same or better student outcomes, including course
completion, passing scores, and overall grade.

Comparing OER Courses to Traditional Courses in Terms of
Student Outcomes
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Source: Bliss, T., Hilton III, J., Wiley, D., & Thanos, K. (2013).
The cost and quality of online open textbooks: Perceptions of
community college faculty and students. First Monday, 18(1).

Source: Fischer, L., Hilton III, J., Robinson, T. J., & Wiley, D.A.
(2015). A multi-institutional study of the impact of open
textbook adoption on the learning outcomes of postsecondary students. Journal of Computing in Higher
Education, 27:3.

“But are they peer reviewed?”
Merlot

Open Textbook Library

How to find and use OER?
Use the guide!

http://pitt.libguides.com/openeducation/

Start with some of our favorite sources:
OpenStax (textbooks)
Open Textbook Library (textbooks)
Merlot (OER)
VC/UHV Library (discipline-specific resources)

You can also
ask your librarian!

If you don’t have the time…

You don’t have to revamp your whole course!
Try replacing one module, reading, activity, or homework with an OER.
Then you can build up from there.
If you find a good or a bad OER, leave a review for it and share!

If you need more support…
• Stay tuned for funding from the Federal
Government!
• Watch for updates and recommendations from
the Provost’s OER Committee!
• Incorporate OER into funding for course
development.
• e.g. Future Course Incubator grants from CTL!

Some thoughts on evaluation and recognition…
• For the department chairs and
administrators in the audience:

• Consider ways that you can
• For instructors in the audience:
reward your colleagues who use
• Did you create materials for your
OER.
course? Consider making them OER.
• Assign a stipend, graduate
• Did you compile many OER or make
assistant, or other benefit for
special edits for your course?
those who are working to convert
Consider sharing that work with the
their course materials to OER.
original authors & platforms to
• If a colleague authors an OER,
broaden use.
make sure to recognize it in their
• Claim your work in your CV and
review documents!
share the experience at a
conference or in an article.
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