
Introduction to the 
Health Sciences Library 
System

Renae Barger
Associate Director for Research, Instruction and Clinical 
Information Services



Support for the Health Sciences
• Dental Medicine
• Medicine
• Nursing
• Pharmacy 
• Public Health
• Health and Rehabilitation
• UPMC (resources/residents & 

fellows)
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Research and Instruction Services



Liaisons
• Curriculum committees
• Course-integrated instruction
• Specialized instruction

• Data management
• Scholarly Publishing

• Student orientations
• Research and search assistance
• Advanced searching

• Co-investigators on systematic review 
publications and grant-funded 
projects

• Secondary faculty appointments
• Dental Medicine
• Nursing
• Public Health
• CTSI (Medicine)



HSLS FlashClasses

• http://www.hsls.pitt.edu/flashclass/descriptions_main
• Open to entire Pitt community and UPMC residents/fellows

http://www.hsls.pitt.edu/flashclass/descriptions_main


Advanced Searching Services
• What is a systematic review?

• A scientific investigation that focuses on 
a specific question and uses explicit, 
planned scientific methods to identify, 
select, assess, and summarize the 
findings of similar but separate 
studies…*

• Last year:
• 43 projects at some stage
• Co-authorship on 12 publications

• First time authorship in JAMA

*Taken from 2008 report: Knowing What Works in Health Care: A Roadmap for the Nation, the Institute of Medicine (IOM) 



IACUC Support

image credit: www.animalstudies.bayer.com/en/our-responsibility.aspx



History of Medicine

• Over 10,000 rare books and special collections supporting research in 
historical aspects of health professions



HSLS Data Catalog



What is a Data Catalog?

• A discovery tool to highlight and aggregate data created at the 
University;  whether the data is: 

• openly available from a repository such as Zenado
• available with restrictions for download on a laboratory web site
• only available on a lab server

• Each dataset is curated and described in detail with rich metadata to 
increase findability and usefulness by researches

• The catalog may or may not provide direct access to the data it 
describes

• Different than d-scholarship



Benefits of a Data Catalog

• Low-barrier way for researchers to share information about their 
data

• Fewer obstacles/barriers in comparison to depositing data in a 
repository 

• Increase the local and global visibility of research data generated at 
Pitt 

• Facilitate collaboration across university departments and institutes 
and with researchers outside of Pitt

• Record of institutional/departmental activity



National Partnership w/ Academic Health 
Sciences Libraries

Quote from NYU project team:
“work with other institutions so that they too 
can create catalogs for datasets relevant to 
their researchers. If others implement the Data 
Catalog’s code, it would facilitate the creation 
of a cross-institutional data catalog that would 
enable greater data discovery through 
federated searching” 1

1 http://blogs.loc.gov/thesignal/2017/02/spotlighting-research-data-
building-relationships-with-outreach-for-the-nyu-data-catalog/

• Code developed by New York 
University (NYU) Health Sciences 
Library

• HSLS received a small amount of 
start-up funding from the National 
Library of Medicine (NLM)

• Participating research institutions:  
NYU, Pitt, Univ of Maryland, and in 
discussions w/ others

• NLM’s strategic plan to make data 
findable and accessible 

http://blogs.loc.gov/thesignal/2017/02/spotlighting-research-data-building-relationships-with-outreach-for-the-nyu-data-catalog/
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MolBio Information Service
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Bioinformatics Service @ Health Sciences Libraries

1994 : University of Washington  
2002: University of Pittsburgh 

2006 …

University of Florida, Gainesville
Washington University, St. Louis
Northwestern University, Chicago
University of Southern California, LA
University of California, San Francisco
Harvard University
University of Rochester
……………………



MolBio Information Service  

Software Licensing

Bioinformatics Training Workshops

Consultations

Web Tools



19 Commercial Software Packages







Unique Tools



Unique Tools for Discovery developed by HSLS

• Federated search tool examples:
• E-Book Full Text:  keyword search 

of 1,000+ electronic books
• search.bioPreprint:  search 

preprint databases
• search.DataJournals:  searches 

full-text of open access data 
journals



HSLS 
Web 
Redesign



Regional Medical Library



National Network of Libraries of Medicine 
(NNLM) 
• Funded by the National Library of Medicine through competitive 5-year grant

• Component of NLM’s outreach program to reduce/eliminate health disparities
• Promote access to and use of health information by health professionals and the 

public
• Coordinated through 8 Regional Medical Libraries (RML)

• University of Pittsburgh:  RML for the Middle Atlantic Region (DE, NY, NJ, PA)

• Supports collaboration, training, and funding opportunities for health information 
outreach



Examples of NNLM National Initiatives

• Public Libraries
• All of Us
• Substance Misuse
• Research Data Management



Clinical eCompanion

• Uses the same technology behind HSLS’ federated search tools to 
point primary care physicians to freely available and evidence-based 
information (clinical and patient education) 



Questions?

Questions?
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